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Profane authors have, however, left no records of the
religion professed by Mamsea. Yet at the same time they
speak in high terms of her virtues. Lampridius calls her
muUer sancta, and the Abbe Greppo says23 that,{f peut-Stre
fait-il en cela une allusion, pour ne pas prononcer le nom de
Chretienne, odieux, comme on sait, aux ecrivains pai'ens."
M. de Witte, on the contrary, says24 that the epithet
0£oo-£/3eoranj, given by Eusebius to Mamsea, and of sancta
by Lanipridius, offer no solid arguments as to her Chris-
tianity ; for the former epithet, as well as 0tXo0eo£, 0iXo-
0£WT£poc, oo-iwrejooc, &c., though often used to designate the
faithful,, are also applied to pagans even by ecclesiastical
writers/5 whilst the latter, as well as sanctissima, were
epithets often employed in inscriptions and by profane
authors with the signification of chastity and purity.2®
But he adds, " cette epithete, indiquant toujours une vie
pure et integre, elle sert a corroborer les preuves fournies
par les temoignages plus clairs et plus precis."27
23	Notes Historiques, etc., p. 132.
24	Melanges d' Archeologie, vol. iii. p. 166.
25	Dionysius of Alexandria, quoted by Eusebius (Hist. Eccles.
vii.  23), calls  G-alliemis o<n&TEpoQ and 0iXo0£wrepoe.      M. de
"VYitte observes that Josephus (Antiq*  xx. 8, 1,) names the
wicked Poppsea as 0£0(7e/&)e.    Marcia, the concubine of Oom-
modus, was also called 0tXo0eoe, and was certainly a Christian.
20 Memoire sur I'Imperatrice Salonine, p. 15, in the xxvith
volume of the Memoires de VAcademie Royale des Sciences^
des Lettreset des Beaux Arts de Belgique, Bruxelles, 1851.
27 Lampridius (in Alex. Sev*, 13 and 14) as well as Hero-
dian (Hist. vi. 2 and 3) praise the pains she took to educate
her son Alexander, and to preserve him from the vices of this
cousin Elagabalus. Both these historians, however, as also
others (Aurel. Viet Epit. 24, etc.), blame her for her avarice,
her unfair means of amassing money, and her stinginess to the
troops, which was eventually the cause of her death, as well as
of that of her son, who is said to have upbraided her with his
dying breath. The statements may in some cases be exagge-

